The Cost of Following Jesus
Luke 9:57-62
By Rev. Jerry Coleman

It’s one thing to walk along the road with Jesus. It's another to deny myself, take up
my cross, and follow him (Luke 9:23). The greatest spiritual warfare is the battle
over self.

We see Jesus interact with three men who say they want to follow him but have
spiritual battles going on. Do the same spiritual battles war within you?

1. “I will follow you wherever you go.” verse 57

a. We first have the spiritual battle of self-centeredness.

b. Crowds want to “follow” those who are popular.

c. Jesus had no place to lay his head. Do we desire “paradise” here on
earth? Earthly castles for my family and me? Would you really follow
Jesus when there may be no place to lay your head?

d. |think Satan loved this debate among the disciples of who would be
the greatest in verse 46.

e. Christ centered, not self-centered.

f. Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me” vs. 23.

g. Christ centeredness is a characteristic of the true follower of Jesus
and the Body of Christ — it “runs in the family” (a family
characteristic)!

2. “Let me first go and bury my father.” verse 59

a. Next we see the spiritual battle of the cross.

b. This diversion might take the person away from following Jesus for
years. The father was likely old but not yet passed away.

c. Satan does NOT want you to take up your cross, but he wants you and
me to take up your earthly self-interests.

d. lam the first born male in my family. | am responsible for my elderly,
earthly father. Or am | responsible to my Heavenly Father?

e. The Transfiguration showed the relationship between Jesus and his
Heavenly Father. “This is my Son, whom | have chosen” vs. 35.

f. Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me” vs. 23.

g. Carrying the cross runs in our family! Our heavenly family! Take it

up!

3. “Let me first go back and say good-by to my family.” verse 61
a. Finally there is the spiritual battle of delayed obedience.
b. Farmers know that in order to plow straight rows, one must focus on
a fixed tree or post at the other end of the field.
c. We must focus on Jesus; not looking back. We leave the results in his
hands.



“Delayed obedience is disobedience.” This | learned as a father of
three children.

e. “I'will follow you, Jesus, when it’s convenient for me...when it’s good
for me.” Satan loves this. The Father of lies brings distraction and
skews priorities.

f. Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me” vs. 23.

g. Immediate obedience runs in the family! Here and now!

Q

Conclusion
“Follow Me” has Christ, not me, at the center.

Luke 10:1f — Jesus then sends out the 72. These 72 were those following Jesus, not
simply walking along the road with him. They were ready to face all the spiritual
warfare. They returned with joy and good reports! We see Jesus’ response “full of
joy through the Holy Spirit” in verse 21!
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