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Our main doctrines, which include all the rest, are three---that of repentance, of
faith, and of holiness. The first of these we account, as it were, the porch of
religion; the next, the door; the third, religion itself...Religion itself...we
define,“The loving God with all our hearts, and our neighbor as ourselves; and in
that love abstaining from all evil, and doing all possible good to all men...The
[holy] love we believe to be the medicine of life, the never-failing remedy for all
the evils of a disordered world, for all the miseries and vices of men. Whenever
this is, there are virtues and happiness going hand in hand. There is humbleness
of mind, gentleness, longsuffering, the whole image of God, and, at the same
time, a peace that passeth all understanding, and joy unspeakable and full of
glory. This religion we long to see established in the world, a religion of love, and
joy, and peace; having its seat in the heart, in the inmost soul, but ever showing
itself by its fruits; continually springing forth, not only in all innocence, (for love
worketh no ill to his neighbour), but likewise in every kind of beneficence,
spreading virtue and happiness all around it.

Cf. The Works of John Wesley Volume 8, (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2007), pp.472,
474,
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Hence will arise an unmixed state of holiness and happiness far superior to that
which Adam enjoyed in paradise...... And to crown all, there will be a deep, an
intimate, an uninterrupted union with God; a constant communion with the Father
and his Son Jesus Christ, through the Spirit; a continual enjoyment of the Three-

One God, and of all the creatures in him! (Outler, ed., Sermons, 2:510)
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